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ILLEGAL COMPOSTING ON CHEAM LAND 

 
Cheam First Nation Territory (Rosedale, B.C. CANADA) – Damage to the environment can happen 
from a lack of understanding, or it can be fueled by money. These issues cross all boundaries and 
barriers. Recently, we discovered that a repeat offender, known to Environment and Climate Change 
Canada has been operating a questionable composting facility on a private property within the 
Cheam Reserve. 
 
It saddens us to know that while working so hard to protect the waters and land around our 
traditional territory, this encounter happened so close to home. Environment Canada has been to 
the site and is taking action against the owner of the material, and Cheam is working with the 
property owner within our Laws to manage the site in the short term and remediate thereafter. 
 
Right now, the health of the land and sacred waters around us are in a critical state. We are seeing an 
exponential increase in the cumulative impacts of pollution, industry, and destruction of habitat 
caused by development. 
 
When it comes to the environment, Cheam recognizes that there are far-reaching issues and change 
doesn’t come without a cost. As Cheam people our traditional law states “This is our land, we must 
care for everything that belongs to us”. Over the last year, Cheam has worked with 
partners/government agencies in areas such as mining, environmental, and agriculture, within our 
community, as a leader in the change that’s needed. 
 

About Cheam First Nation - Cheam is an ancient village site and modern-day home to the Cheam people. 
Cheam is traditionally part of the Pelólxw tribe of Stó:lō Xwelmexw peoples and the larger Coast Salish 
Indigenous Peoples of the Fraser Valley, Vancouver Island and Northern Washington, USA. The Cheam 
assert inherent title and rights over a vast territory and have never surrendered or ceded their lands. 
Many Cheam people continue to practice their ancient beliefs, traditions and ceremonies despite the 
impacts and injustices of colonialism. Cheam people are working towards a healthy, prosperous future 
for their people and generations to come. 
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